Results of the early use of tissue expansion for giant congenital melanocytic naevi on the scalp and face.
Giant congenital melanocytic naevi (GCMN) are uncommon, have a significant morbidity and require extensive treatment. This paper presents results after complete excision of GCMN on the scalp, forehead or periorbita after early tissue expansion. Based on 15 years of experience, we want to show that performing tissue expansion at a young age is advisable. We included 17 consecutive patients in whom 38 tissue expanders were used. Early and late complications were noted. Patients were seen for a clinical follow up in which scars and re-pigmentation were evaluated with a validated scar scale (POSAS). All GCMN could be excised completely with early tissue expansion. The age at treatment ranged from 4 months to 2 years of age. With a mean follow-up period of 8.7 years, mild re-pigmentation was seen in only three patients and none of the patients developed a malignant melanoma. Complication rates are comparable with the literature. Tissue expansion is a good method for removing GCMN located at the scalp or face with good cosmetic and oncological results. Performing tissue expansion at a young age is advisable.